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WELCOME! 
Congratulations on getting started. In the words of Obi-Wan Kenobi, “You have taken 

your first step into a larger world.” Let’s start with some introductions… 

 

Who Are You? 
You are a BRIGHT student or SHINING professional working and living in China. (Tai 

Hao Le!) You might work for a big accounting company, a large-scale foreign enterprise, 

or a large state-owned investment firm… or perhaps you work as an engineer? An IT 

star? In real estate? Wait, we know, we know… for the family business! Whatever it is, 

you’re good at what you do, but you want more. 

 

What Do You Want? 
 

v You want to travel the world… and live outside China for a time. 

v You are seeking a Master’s degree in Business Administration (MBA) from a top 

international program, possibly even an M7! 

v You have big business plans and other dreams for the future. 

v After attending school abroad, you may want a job in the U.S. or Europe… at least 

in the short-term. 

You’re wondering, “The competition for a top MBA program is crazy! What can I do to 

give myself the best chance possible?” Well, congratulations, you’ve come to the right 

team for guidance.  

 

Who Are We? 
 

Admissionado: A Premier International Study Abroad Company  
 

Admissionado was founded in 2007 by Jon Frank (Brown University, Harvard Business 

School) and Raj Patil (Brown University, USC Film School) in 2007. 

 

Since our inception, we have submitted over 35,000 (!!) applications with clients from 

around the world, regularly sending people to Harvard Business School, Stanford 

Graduate School of Business, Wharton, LBS and other top global programs.  

 

Through the combination of Jon’s business acumen and Raj’s creative background and 

skill with product development, Admissionado swiftly blossomed from a two-man shop 

into a global trendsetter in educational consulting with over 100 world-class mentors 

around the world; partnerships with companies like Kaplan and Princeton Review, in 

places like India, Korea, Indonesia, China, Taiwan and many more. 

 

v Last year, 40%+ of our client base was from China, Taiwan, or Hong Kong! 
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v Nobody based in the U.S. has done more MBA applications for Chinese 

applicants than Admissionado. 

v All Admissionado consultants attended Top 10 MBA programs in the U.S., live in 

the U.S., and are native English speakers. 

We are the world’s leading resource on how to get Chinese applicants into top global 

MBA programs. 

 

How Can We Help You Get What You Want? 
By helping you target your applications to impress Admissions Committees at the 

world’s best MBA programs. (We’ll call them ”adcoms.”) This small group of gatekeepers 

hold the ticket to your future. If they say yes, you are in. If they say no, that’s it. 

 

With this manual, you will learn how to develop the perfect plan to impress admissions 

committees the world over, and how to execute your plan with confidence. You will be 

putting your “best foot forward” in no time… and stepping that foot onto a top university 

campus in another country!  

 

Are you excited to travel to the United States? Europe? The World? Woohoo! 

 

Getting into a top business school from China is an unusual process that is complex 

and worthwhile. It is in all ways, an art form. So let’s not waste any time. After all, you 

have an MBA program to get into. 
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HOW TO CHOOSE AN MBA PROGRAM 
 

Question 1: “Which School Is the Best Choice For Me?”  
Chinese students often ask us which school is right for them. They may say something 

like, “I heard that a small Texas program has the best rank in accounting,” or “that one 

program (somewhere in rural Massachusetts) is the best for entrepreneurship.” They 

will spend months researching specialty schools in remote locations, reaching out to 

students, friends, agencies, etc. With some very hard work and some luck, they might 

get into a lesser-known program, see some cows, perhaps even finish an internship at a 

small local bank. Yet soon, if they’re not careful, they will all wind up back in China.  

 

Get ready, we have one simple answer to the above question:  

 

Answer 1: “Go to the best school you can get into!”  
Done. Period, end of story. 

 

{Many Chinese applicants do not follow this advice, and find themselves at a severe 

disadvantage later on. Trust us, this is the most valuable advice you’ll hear. And most 

admissions consultants will NOT tell you this because they stand to make more money 

from indulging the notion of “fit.” We only administer advice that’s in the best interest of 

our clients. And there it is.}  

 

Forget specialty programs, forget all the fancy research—don’t waste any of your time 

or energy. If it takes you a month to find out about the school, 99% of hiring managers 

won’t have any opinion about it, because chances are they’ve never heard of it. The 

ONLY bit of advice you need to start selecting MBA programs is this: go to the best 

school you can get into. This is the secret to our clients’ success! (And by “success” we 

mean permanent jobs in the U.S. and/or executive leadership in China.)  

 

But this does raise another equally important question…. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 2: “What Does Best Mean? What is ‘The Best School I 
can get into’ ... For Me?”  
 

Answer 2: “Go to the best school you can get into!”  
Okay okay, that wasn’t really an answer, but we like repeating that phrase for 

emphasis, because that’s how important it is. Now let’s answer the question. 
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“Best” here generally refers to the intersection of rank and reputation. It refers to the 

impact this resume bullet will have on boosting your future credibility when it comes 

to, well, pretty much everything: being seriously considered for a job, being taken 

seriously when pitching to investors, and much much much more. If you don’t think 

reputation matters, you are not living in the real world. 

 

Now, let’s get one thing straight. Is it possible to NOT graduate from a fancy, reputable 

MBA program AND be wildly successful? Yes. Absolutely possible. It’s just that it’s 

harder to do it. And you need to prove yourself in other, spectacular ways, compared to 

the guy who has “Stanford” or “Harvard” next to his name. You can think of it as a 

lubricant. Or a turbo boost. 

 

Here’s one great example. You want to work at [...]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

{End Preview} 
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